Pastor: And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus
Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and Thanksgiving as a holy and living
sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of
faith.

People: Christ has died; Christ is Risen; Christ will come again.

Pastor: Pour out your Holy spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts
of bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we
may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. By your
Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all
the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly
banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy
church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen.

And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

BREAKING THE BREAD
GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP

RECEIVING THE CANDLE AND LIGHTING
(Sing Silent Night as candles are lit)

Silent night, holy night!

All is calm, all is bright.

Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child.

Holy infant so tender and mild,

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night!

Shepherds quake at the sight.

Glories stream from heaven afar Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia,
Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born.

Silent night, holy night!

Son of God love's pure light.

Radiant beams from Thy holy face with dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth.

Jesus Lord, at Thy birth.

LESSON FIVE John 1: 1-14

CAROL Joy To The World
Joy to the world, the Lord is come;

Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare Him room,

And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns; . .
Let men their songs employ; United Methodist Church
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,

nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make His blessing flow far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,

and makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness, and wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love.

Childcare Available

for ages birth-J years old in the nursery.

Please remember to take your poinsettias home
with you after the service.
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A Service of Lessons, Carols, Communion

& Candlelight

PRELUDE Silent Night, Holy Night—arr. Harris
WELCOME

OPENING HYMN O Come All Ye Faithful
BIDDING PRAYER PASTOR

Beloved in Christ, this Christmas Eve, it is our duty and delight
to prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the angels,
and to go in heart and mind to Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come
to pass and the Babe lying in a manger. Therefore, let us hear again from
Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of
our sin until the glorious redemption brought us by this holy Child and let
us make this house of prayer glad with our carols of praise.

But first, because this of all things would rejoice Jesus' heart, let us pray to
him for the needs of the whole world, and all his people; for peace upon the
earth he came to save; for love and unity within the one Church he did
build; for goodwill among all peoples. And particularly at this time let us
remember the poor, the cold, the hungry, the oppressed; the sick and them
that mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and
all who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not or who by sin have
grieved his heart of love. Lastly let us remember all those who rejoice with
us but upon another shore and in a greater light,
that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word
made flesh and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one.
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven.

FIRST LESSON Genesis 3: 8-15; 17-18; 22: 15-18

CAROL The First Noel, No. 245
The first Noel the angel did say

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,

on a cold winter's night that was so deep.

Refrain:
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star

shining in the east, beyond them far;

And to the earth it gave great light,

and so it continued both day and night. [Refrain]

And by the light of that same star

three Wise Men came from country far;

to seek for a king was their intent,

and to follow the star wherever it went. [Refrain]

SECOND LESSON Isaiah 9: 2-7; 11: 1-4

CAROL Everlasting Light - Mary McDonald

THIRD LESSON Luke 1: 26-35; 38
CAROL O Little Town of Bethlehem, No. 230
O little town of Bethlehem,

how still we see thee lie;

above thy deep and dreamless sleep

the silent stars go by:

yet in thy dark streets shineth

the everlasting Light;

the hopes and fears of all the years

are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary,

and gathered all above,

while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wond'ring love.

O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth!

And praises sing to God the King,
and peace to men on earth.

How silently, how silently,

the wondrous gift is giv'n!

So God imparts to human hearts

the blessings of his heav'n.

No ear may hear his coming,

but in this world of sin,

where meek souls will receive him still,
the dear Christ enters in.

FOURTH LESSON Luke 2: 1-11

CAROL Angels We Have Heard on High, No. 238
Angels we have heard on high,

sweetly singing o'er the plains,

and the mountains in reply

echo back their joyous strains.

Refrain:
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your joyous strains prolong?

Say what may the tidings be,

which inspire your heav'nly song? [Refrain]

Come to Bethlehem and see

him whose birth the angels sing;

come, adore on bended knee

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. [Refrain]

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

INVITATION

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their
sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin
before God and one another.

CONFESSION AND PARDON

People: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our
whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. we have not
done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your
love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of
the needy. Forgive us, we pray, free us for joyful obedience, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Pastor: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet
sinners, that proves God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you
are forgiven!

People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It isright and a good and joyful thing,

Always and everywhere to give thanks to you,

Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth.

Before the mountains were brought forth, or you had formed

the earth, from everlasting to everlasting, you alone are God.

You created light out of darkness and brought forth life on the

earth. You formed us in your image and breathed into us the

breath of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, your

love remained steadfast. You delivered us from captivity,

made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us

through your prophets. And so, with your people on earth and all the
company of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.

Pastor: Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ in whom
you have revealed yourself, our light and our salvation. In his divinity, he
emptied himself as a humble servant, even to the point of death on a cross,
that every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Christ is Lord. In
his baptism and in table fellowship he took his place with sinners. Your
Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to
the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who
are oppressed, and to announce that the time had come when you would
save your people. By the baptism of his suffering, death and resurrection
you gave birth to your church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.

Pastor: On the night in which he gave himself up for us he took bread,
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.”

Pastor: When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to
you, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is
my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me



